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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Civil rights activist highlights Black History Month 
A lecture by a nationally renowned educator, 
author and civil rights activist kicks off Black 
History Month events at Grand Valley. 
Activities begin on Wednesday, January 
31, with a lecture by Mary Frances Berry, 
University of Pennsylvania professor of hi s-
tory and American social thought. Berry was 
appointed by President Carter to serve on 
the Civil Rights Commission, a position she 
held until 2004, despite once being fired by 
President Reagan (she won reappointment in 
federal court). 
Berry is also one of the founders of the Free 
South Africa Movement, a former leader in 
the Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare under Carter, and past provost at the 
University of Maryland. Well respected by 
Across Campus 
Committee forms to 
strengthen university's 
diversity practices 
The message is clear: Grand Valley is commit-
ted to diversity. Now, the assignment is clear: 
Define actions that will sustain and strengthen 
that commitment. 
President Thomas J. Haas has convened a 
Diversity Assessment Committee (DAC) that 
will spend the next two months reviewing 
Grand Valley's current diversity practices and 
make recommendations that will enhance the 
university 's commitment to a diverse and rich 
learning environment. 
The university 's diversity practices must be 
reviewed in light of the passage of Proposal 2 
in November. The DAC must ensure that the 
university is in full compliance with the pro-
posal and also articulate creative recommenda-
tions that will allow for the stated goal of a 
diverse and inclusive learning community. 
The context for the committee's work will be 
the university 's strategic plan and the vision, 
mission, values and goals. 
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her peers , Berry has 
32 honorary doc-
toral degrees and has 
received numerous 
awards, including 
the NAACP Image 
Award. 
She is the author 
of seven books, 
including My Face 
ls Black ls True: 
Mary Frances Berry 
Callie House and the Struggle for Ex-Slave 
Reparations, and Why ERA Failed: Politics, 
Women's Rights and the Amending Process of 
the Constitution. 
Berry's lecture will begin at 8:15 a.m. on 
January 31 in the Loosemore Auditorium of 
the De Vos Center. It is free and open to the 
public; a continental breakfast begins at 7:30 
a.m. and Berry will sign books at 9:30 a.m. 
For more information about the event, contact 
the Office of Multicultural Affairs at x12177. 
Other Black History Month events are as 
follows: 
Monday, February 5: National African 
American Read-In. Teams of five GVSU stu-
dents , faculty and staff members will travel 
to schools in Grand Rapids to read books 
by African American authors . The national 
event is sponsored by the National Council of 
Teachers of English . 
see 'Events ' on page 3 
···--------------------------
There are six subcommittees that will report 
back to the Diversity Oversight Committee, 
which is chaired by Provost Gayle Davis, by 
March 26. The subcommittees are Teaching 
and Leaming (Wendy Wenner, chair), Support 
Services (Marlene Kowalski Braun, chair), 
Enrollment Management (Chick Blue, chair), 
Purchasing (Ester Bums, chair), Employment 
(Jann Joseph, chair), and Donors/Scholarships 
(Diane Purgiel and John Heerspink, co-chairs) . 
MLK speaker calls Prop. 2 
'temporary setback' 
After marching in silence, then listening to the 
Voices of GVSU gospel choir, Lani Guinier 
said both events represent the life of Martin 
Luther King Jr. 
"Hearing the Voices in unison and marching 
in silence encourages us to reflect," she told 
an audience in the Fieldhouse on January 15. 
"Both actions represent what Dr. King repre-
sents, that he's not merely a dreamer, but an 
activist." 
Guinier, professor of law at Harvard Law 
School, was the keynote speaker at GVSU's 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Lani Guinier, center, participates in the Martin 
Luther King Jr. silent march on January 15. She 
is walking with President Thomas J. Haas, left, 
and Bobby Springer, Office of Multicultural 
Affairs associate director. 
Martin Luther King Celebration and she also 
spoke at an evening event at Grand Rapids 
Community College. In 1998, Guinier was the 
first black woman to be appointed to a tenured 
position at Harvard Law. Previously, she had 
taught at the University of Pennsylvania Law 
School, directed the NAACP's voting rights 
project and served the Carter administration in 
the Civil Rights Division . 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
Guinier recounted the story of the 1955 Montgomery bus boycott and said 
it could parallel Michigan's passage of Proposal 2 in November. During 
that year-long boycott, Guinier said King and other organizers saw their 
goals evolve from initial objectives of demanding courtesy from bus 
drivers. At the end of the boycott, 50,000 blacks stayed off the buses in 
Montgomery for more than a year. They also organized transportation and 
bought a fleet of cars. 
"I think about that in terms of affirmative action," Guinier said. "And I 
think of affirmative action as a tactic and not a goal. The vote on Proposal 
2 was a setback ... a temporary setback." 
She urged the audience to advocate for university admissions policies that 
are not so tied to standardized test scores. 
Musser named to AVP position 
Vice President for Finance and Administration Jim Bachmeier announced 
that Jeff Musser was promoted to assistant vice president for University 
Budgets. Musser joined Grand Valley's staff in 1982; he had been director 
of Budgets and Financial Analysis. 
Bachmeier also said he is splitting the job duties 
of associate vice president into two: assistant 
vice president for University Budgets and assis-
tant vice president for Business and Finance. 
The search for someone to fill the latter position, 
which will include duties of internal review and 
audit and grant compliance, has begun. 
"Jeff will become a part of the budget commit-
tee and will be a member of my senior staff," Jeff Musser 
Bachmeier said. "We are not adding more people 
to the unit, but we are asking more of Jeff and I am confident he will 
deliver on that." 
GVSU, MSU to sign agreement 
to enhance health care education 
The presidents of Grand Valley State University and Michigan State 
University will sign a collaborative agreement on Tuesday, January 23, 
that will help enhance health care education in West Michigan. 
The official signing ceremony is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. on January 23 
at Grand Valley's Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences. Scheduled 
to speak are Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas, Michigan State 
University President Lou Anna Simon, GVSU Provost Gayle R. Davis and 
MSU Provost Kim Wilcox. 
In February 2005, several community institutions committed resources 
and expertise to support MSU's expansion of its College of Human 
Medicine to Grand Rapids. The stakeholders are GVSU, MSU, Grand 
Action, Spectrum Health Systems, St. Mary's Health Care, The Right 
Place Inc., and Van Andel Research Institute. 
Will Grand Valley student 
be next 'American Idol'? 
Ross Hammond describes himself as a professional shower singer with 12 
years of experience, yet he joined the throngs of musical wannabes who 
auditioned for a chance to become the next "American Idol." 
Hammond, from Byron Center, also performs in two choirs at Grand 
Valley, where he is a sophomore majoring in international studies. 
Hammond auditioned in Memphis; that city's competition will air 
Tuesday, January 23, on FOX. 
"I can tell you about my audition experience, but not the results," said 
Hammond. "They make it a very authentic experience, which may come 
in handy in the future for those contestants who make it to the next 
round." 
···--------------------------
FORUM 
Volume 31, Number 23 Faculty and Staff Sketches 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office. The submis-
sion deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publi-
cation items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
News and Information Services Staff: 
Mary Eilleen Lyon, assistant vice president 
Sherry Bouwman, NIS assistant 
Dottie Barnes, communications specialist 
Brian J. Bowe, communications specialist 
Michele Coffill, communications specialist 
Mary Isca Pirkola, communications specialist 
Bernadine Carey Tucker, photography manager 
Courtney Newbauer, photographer 
Jazmine Steele, student writer 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus 
news, visit Grand Valley's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvsu.edu/gvnow. 
GRAND VALLEYll 
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an 
affinnative action/equal opportunity instinnion. 
In the News 
Steve Glass, associate dean of the College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies and professor of movement 
science, was interviewed by WGVU-AM for a story 
about current issues in health and fitness. 
Sketches 
Charles Pazdernik, associate professor of Classics, 
gave a presentation, "Arete Kai Xunesis: Brasidas as 
Moral Exemplar," at the 138th Annual Meeting of 
the American Philological Association in San Diego. 
Azizur Rahman, assistant professor of engineering, 
wrote an article, "Single Phase Single-Stage Soft-
Switching AC-to-DC Series Resonant Converter," 
published at the IEEE International Conference 
on Electrical and Computer Engineering. He also 
chaired a session and was a judge for a student con-
test at the conference. 
Carol Sanchez, associate professor of manage-
ment, gave a presentation, "Perceptions of Women 
as Managers in Chile, China and the US: The Effect 
of Level of Socio-Economic Development," at the 
XIII Latin American Conference for Research in 
Operations Conference, in Montevideo, Uruguay. 
Melissa Baker-Boosamra, adjunct faculty in Liberal 
Studies, Julie Guevara, assessment and accredita-
tion officer, and Dan Balfour, director of the School 
of Public and Nonprofit Administration, wrote an 
article, "From Service to Solidarity: Evaluation 
and Recommendations for International Service 
Leaming," published in the Journal of Public Affairs 
Education. 
Bob Schoofs, arts and humanities librarian, wrote an 
article, "Abolish the Periodicals Department," pub-
lished in College and Research Libraries News. 
Kathryn Remlinger, associate professor of English, 
and Vandana Pednekar-Magal, associate profes-
sor of communications, gave a presentation, "Keep 
Jobs at Home: The Discursive Construction of 
Outsourcing," at the International Conference on 
Pragmatics in Pune, India. 
Hermann Kurthen, associate professor of soci-
ology, and Stefan Immerfall, former visiting 
faculty member, co-wrote a book, Safeguarding 
German-American Relations in the New Century: 
Understanding and Accepting Mutual Differences. 
Annis Water Resources Institute staff members 
Elaine Sterrett lsely and Rick Rediske, and Carol 
Griffin, associate professor of biology, wrote an 
article, "Michigan's Natural Rivers Act: Conflict 
and Coordination in Multijurisdictional Natural 
Resource Management, " published in Society and 
Natural Resources. 
continues on page 4 
What's Ahead 
Support group forms 
for parents of teens 
A support and education resource group for 
parents of teenagers will meet the third Monday 
of each month in Allendale and the last Monday 
of each month in Grand Rapids. 
Parents of Teens Support Group is sponsored 
by Work Life Connections and the Women's 
Center. The group will be facilitated by Sue 
Sloop and Sara DeRoo. 
The group meets from noon- I p.m. on January 
22 in the Kirkhof Center, room 142; and from 
noon-I p.m. on January 29 in the DeVos Center, 
room 499C. Questions can be directed to Sloop 
at xl8011 or DeRoo at xl2748. 
MSU trio to perform 
at Grand Valley 
Grand Valley 's Arts at Noon Series presents 
the Verdehr Trio, ensemble in residence at the 
School of Music of Michigan State University. 
The performance is on Tuesday, January 23, 
at noon, in the Cook-DeWitt Center on the 
Allendale Campus. 
An acknowledged leader in the field of new 
music for more than 30 years, the trio has con-
centrated 
on mold-
ing and 
defining its 
personal-
ity. The 
group is 
comprised 
of violin-
ist Walter 
Verdehr, 
clarinet-
ist Elsa 
The Verdehr Trio will perform at 
Arts at Noon on Tuesday. 
Ludewig-Verdehr and pianist Silvia Roederer. 
For more information call the Department of 
Music at xl3484 or visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
Workshop scheduled to 
plan for Laker admission 
A two-part workshop will help faculty and staff 
members better plan for their children to attend 
Grand Valley. 
Planning for Laker Admission Now (PLAN) 
is scheduled for Thursday, January 25, and 
Thursday, February 1. Participants are encour-
aged to attend both days, sessions are offered 
from 10-11 :30 a.m. and 4-5:30 p.m. in Kirkhof 
Center, rooms 215/216. The workshop is spon-
sored by Work Life Connections, University 
Development 's Parent Family Program, and two 
university unions, COTA and AFSCME. 
Sue Sloop, Work Life Connections consul-
tant, said because admission to Grand Valley 
has become more stringent, some faculty and 
staff members are not able to take advantage 
of tuition di scounts and scholarships for their 
children. 
"We want them to know what they can do to 
help prepare their students earlier, in late junior 
high or early high school," she said. 
Presenters at the workshop include Jodi 
Chycinski, director of Admissions; JoAnn 
Litton, assistant director of Financial Aid ; and 
Paulla Sandoval, of the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs. 
Participants are asked to register online at www. 
gvsu.edu/workJife and click on "Live and Learn 
Series" from the Training/Workshops menu. 
Writers Series begins 
this week 
The Department of Writing welcomes the public 
to the Allendale Campus for the winter semester 
Writers Series of free readings and discussions. 
Award-winning writer Michael Martone 
will read from his fiction and nonfiction on 
Thursday, January 25, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Sherman Van Solkema recital hall in the 
Performing Arts Center. Martone is currently a 
professor of English and director of the creative 
writing program at the University of Alabama, 
where he has been teaching since 1996. Born 
and raised in Fort Wayne, Indiana, he is the 
author of five books of short fiction and two 
collections of essays. 
Emmy-nominated comedy writer Kristin Gore 
visits campus on February 15. She has writ-
ten for television ("Saturday Night Live" and 
"Futurama") and is author of the humorous 
political novel Sammy's Hill. Gore is a gradu-
ate of Harvard, where she was an editor of the 
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Harvard Lampoon. Her reading is at 7 p.m., in 
the Louis Armstrong Theatre. 
Joe Wenderoth is the author of the novel 
Letters to Wendy's and two poetry collections, 
Disfortune and It ls if I Speak. The associ-
ate professor of English at the University of 
California-Davis, teaches in the creative writing 
program. He is reading on Monday, March 19, 
at 7 p.m. in the Sherman Van Solkema Recital 
Hall, Performing Arts Center. 
For more information call x 13601 or visit 
www.gvsu.edu/writing. 
Campus departments 
sponsor Wellness Retreat 
Participants at a daylong retreat can learn more 
about nutrition, stress management and exercise. 
Sponsored by Campus Recreation, Women 's 
Center, and Counseling and Career 
Development Center, the Wellness Retreat is 
Saturday, January 27, from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. in 
the Fieldhouse. 
In addition to seminars and clinics on rock 
climbing, tai chi, pilates and healthy eating 
(and more) , free massages will be offered and 
a clothes boutique will be available through-
out the day. Registration is required, call the 
Women's Center at x12748 to register. 
Fair will help students 
choose majors 
Students who are undeclared majors or consid-
ering changing their major can receive advice 
at the Academic Majors Fair, sponsored by the 
Academic Advising Council. 
The fair will run from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. on 
January 30 in the Kirkhof Center, Grand River 
and Pere Marquette rooms. 
Each academic department will staff a table 
and provide information to students. Career 
information will also be available from faculty 
members , Career Services and the Counseling 
and Career Development Center. 
Light refreshments will be available and door 
prizes will be given away. 
···--------------------------
Events celebrate Black History Month 
continued from page 1 
Thursday, February 15: Opening reception for 
GVSU Art Gallery exhibit "Them: Images of 
Separation." 
A lecture by David Pilgrim, of the Ferris State 
University's Jim Crow Museum of Racist 
Memorabilia, will be given from 4-5 p.m. in the 
Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room. The exhibit 
runs February 12-March 21 at the Art Gallery, 
in the Performing Arts Center on the Allendale 
Campus. 
Friday, February 16: Blues from the Motor 
City, Jazz Giants of Michigan. Craig Benjamin, 
GVSU assistant professor of history, will lead 
an exploration through live music of the contri-
butions of some of Michigan 's great jazz artists. 
His performance is at 7 p.m. in the Loosemore 
Auditorium of the De Vos Center. 
Tuesday, February 20: From Chitlins to 
Chirnichangas - Cultural Perspectives from 
Grand Valley 's Faculty and Staff. GVSU staff 
and faculty members will discuss the cultural 
influences of various ethnic foods. A sampling 
of foods will be available. The event will begin 
at noon in the Kirkhof Center, room 204. 
Tuesday, February 27 and Thursday, 
March 1: "The Legacy of African American 
Women - We Keep Coming." This play fea-
tures a cast of GVSU staff, faculty and students 
and spans 100 years of Black women who 
lived and worked as suffragists. The February 
27 performance is at 7 p.m. in the Loosemore 
Auditorium of the De Vos Center; the March 
1 performance is 7 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center on the Allendale Campus. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through January 26 
Reconstruction : Recent Work by Dennis 
Nahabetian and Tara Stephenson. PAC. Call 
x12564 for more information . 
Mon., Jan. 22 
Noon: Work Life Connections Support Group. 
Parents of Teens. 142 KC. Call xl80 11 for 
more information. 
Noon: History Colloquium. "Defining Free 
Labor: Courts, Labor, Conflict, and the 
Employment Relationship in Antebellum 
Philadelphia," by Peter Genovese. 1111 
MAK. Call x13298 for more information. 
Tues., Jan. 23 
9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series. 
"Getting to Know Your GVSU Better." 204 
KC. Call x 12215 for more information. 
Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Verdehr Trio. CDC. 
Call x 13484 for more information. 
Wed., Jan. 24 
11 a.m.: 3rd Annual Fitness & Wellness Expo. 
250 KC. Call x 13659 for more information. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters Club. 104 KC. 
Call x 12204 for more information. 
Thurs., Jan. 25 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters Club. 
Room varies. Call 361-5227 ext. 31 for room 
information. 
10 a.m.: Planning for Laker Admission Now. 
215/216 KC. Call xl8011 for more informa-
tion. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Support Group. 
"What Daddies Do Best! " 167 LOH. Call 
x 18011 for more information. 
4 p.m.: Planning for Laker Admission Now. 
215/216 KC. Call xl8011 for more 
information . 
VENTS 
7 p.m.: Remembering the Crossings. "Sankofa: 
Contemporary Ghana and the Historiography 
of the Slave Experience," by Rev. Dr. E. 
Obeng. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call 
xl3298 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: GVSU Visiting Writers Series pres-
ents Michael Martone. Van Solkema Recital 
Hall , PAC. Call x13601 for more information. 
Sports 
Thurs., Jan. 25 
6 p.m.: Women 's basketball hosts Wayne State 
University. 
8 p.m. : Men 's basketball hosts Wayne State 
University. 
Sat., Jan. 27 
I p.m.: Women's basketball hosts Ashland 
University. 
3 p.m.: Men's basketball hosts Ashland 
University. 
----------------------------•••----------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 2 
Feryal Alayont, assistant professor of math-
ematics, gave a presentation, "Converting 
Calculus Students from Showing Work to 
Explaining," at the Annual Joint Mathematics 
Meetings of the American Mathematical Society 
and the Mathematical Association of America in 
New Orleans. 
Stephen Rowe, professor of philosophy, wrote 
an article, "Dialogue as Hope and Practice, " 
which appears in Soundings. 
Donna Kidner-Smith , School of 
Communications adjunct facul ty member, inter-
viewed colleagues Corey Anton and Valerie V. 
Peterson about netiquette and the impact of new 
media on human communication for her public 
affairs show on WKTV-TV. 
Richard Stoetzel , associate professor of music, 
was the featured trumpet soloist in a concert 
benefitting the Continent of the Great Cities 
organization in Schermerhorn Symphony Center 
in Nashville, Tennessee. 
Frederick J. Antczak, dean of the College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences, co-wrote a book 
review of Baseball and the American Dream: 
Race, Class, Gender and the National Pastime, 
published in Rhetoric Society Quarterly. 
Erin Babson, operations manager for Pew 
Campus and Regional Centers, was appointed to 
the APPA Association for Educational Faci lities 
Professionals' Certification Board of Directors. 
She was also nominated to serve as secre-
tary/treasurer to the Board of Directors of the 
Certification Board. 
Charlene E. Beckmann, professor of math-
ematics, gave a presentation, "Enhancing the 
Teaching of Euclidean Geometry," at the Annual 
Joint Mathematics Meetings of the American 
Mathematical Society and the Mathematical 
Association of America. 
Mathematics faculty members Charlene E. 
Beckmann and Rebecca K. Walker gave 
a presentation , "Constructivist Integrated 
Mathematics and Methods for Middle Grades 
Teachers," at the Annual Joint Mathematics 
Meetings of the American Mathematical Society 
and the Mathematical Association of America. 
Manish Chakrabarti, assistant professor of 
mathematics, gave presentations, "A Course 
in Computational Biology" and "Innovations 
in Teaching an Abstract Algebra Course," at 
the Annual Joint Mathematics Meetings of 
the American Mathematical Society and the 
Mathematical Association of America. 
Shelly Smith, assistant professor of mathemat-
ics , gave a presentation, "The Optimal Origami 
Box," at the Annual Joint Mathematics Meetings 
of the American Mathematical Society and the 
Mathematical Association of America. 
Semail Ulgen Yildirim, visiting assistant pro-
fessor of mathematics, gave a presentation , 
"Online Class Experience in Mathematics at 
the University of Mississippi ," at the Annual 
Joint Mathematics Meetings of the American 
Mathematical Society and the Mathematical 
Association of America. 
Clark Wells, associate professor of mathemat-
ics, gave a presentation , "Guided Discovery of 
' Big Picture ' Resul ts in Analysis," at the Annual 
Joint Mathematics Meetings of the American 
Mathematical Society and the Mathematical 
Association of America. 
Jeanine Biese, assistant professor of occupa-
tional therapy, revised a chapter, "Rehabilitation 
of the Wrist, Hand, and Fingers," in 
Musculoskeletal Interventions. The book was co-
edited by Barbara J. Hoogenboom, associate 
professor of physical therapy. 
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, received grants from the 
Great Lakes Fisheries Trust and Michigan 
Environmental Council to host a workshop 
on the sustainabi lity of groundwater use in 
Michigan. 
Movement science facu lty members Mary 
Schutten and Kristin Wegner gave presenta-
tions , "Technology Applications in the Physical 
Education Classroom" and "Technology 
Applications in Physical Education Teacher 
Preparation," at the Hawaii International 
Conference on Education. 
